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It has been another busy year for the Interfaith Group focussed very largely on 

education and dialogue. The Group has been very much involved in local schools. 

Looking back on my own education which left me with virtual no appreciate of faiths 

other than my own, I recognise how much more enriching the school experience of 

young people today is in many important respects. 

The feedback the group has had and which I have seen has been extremely 

encouraging.  

The Group has been involved with a number of school visits to Trowbridge Mosque 

which are important in broadening the understanding of students in an area which 

has a low concentration of ethnic and religious minority groups. The Mosqueôs 

hospitality and the welcome it extends are most appreciated. 

There has been a strong focus on supporting ladies over the past year. Everyone 

knows that women are at the heart of family and community life and yet their needs 

are often overlooked. It has made perfect sense to concentrate on improving the 

English language skills of ladies from BME communities and to try to build the 

confidence of Muslim girls as the group has done and will continue to do. 

Our Interfaith Group and the useful work it does depend on the goodwill of our 

volunteers. Can I take this opportunity to thank Farzana Saker in particular for her 

energy and drive without which I do not think we would have got very far and 

interfaith understanding in our area would be very much poorer. 

The Group should look forward with confidence to another busy year, full of 

challenges and opportunities. I am proud to be associated with it.  
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Dear friends,  
 
As a volunteer and often chair of the meetings, I am inspired to see the hard work of our 
organisation with Faith, Community Groups and the statutory authorities and schools across 
Wiltshire in order to ensure the progress of our agenda for integration, acceptance, understanding 
and peace . 
 
We have forged many partnerships in the community both voluntary and statutory. You will see 
elsewhere in this report of events held in partnership with West Wilts Community Club and West 
Wilts Islamic Cultural Centre. 
 
During the period covered by this report, our main strength has been our work with schools, 
women's work and our emerging silence group. 
 
West Wilts Multi-Faith Forum has been a great vehicle for developing relationships amongst  groups 
which to this point have  been reluctant to socialise or.... 
 
Although this has been a challenging year we have had many successes We have been able to 
build credibility and have a  good profile within the community. because: 
 
1. We believe in faith groups as the centre of the Community, 
 
2. We believe in faith groups to support and comfort people in the really important matters of 
life. 
 
3. We believe in faith groups to deliver services in our local areas. 
 
4. And we believe in faith groups because we have faith in faith. 
 
 Members of WWMF have been able to support and influence other peopleôs agendas; but this has 
not been without its challenges and has come at a personal cost of time and effort to attend many 
meetings and challenge on behalf of the faith communities. 
 
Our heartfelt thanks go out to, the statutory bodies which has seen our efforts to influence and 
improve the outcomes for the faith community in a positive light. Over the past year we have 
enjoyed the support of the county council and hope that we will continue to build on this foundation 
with elected Members and appointed Officers 
I can foresee that greater things are going to happen for Wiltshire if we can continue the work that 
has begun in the Faith sector, and find ways to develop it even in the present financial climate. That 
through our joint efforts all of the communities of Wiltshire will benefit, and by our unity demonstrate 
what faith is able to do. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Matravers School, Westbury 

Some of the students from Matravers School in Westbury 

visited the places of worships in Bristol which were open to 

all communities on 7th Nov. They visited a Hindu Temple, 

Sikh Gurdawara, a Mosque and the Cathedral. Everyone 

returned from Bristol with a conviction there are much 

common shared values found across faiths on which all 

communities can come together as one British community.  

The week commencing 15th November the school invited 

speakers from diverse backgrounds to take the assembly on 

the theme of óLove thy Neighbourô. The students learnt of 

love, tolerance and respect taught in Islam, Judaism, 

Buddhism, Hinduism and Christianity. Above all they saw 

people from different faiths come together in friendship; a 

living example of ordinary people from diverse backgrounds 

standing side by side and delivering the teaching of 

tolerance, love, forgiveness from own faith perspectives but 

standing on the same platform. The challenge for us all is 

during the times of conflict. We human beings need to 

practice restraint and control our emotion so as not to harm 

those who may not always agree with us or see things from 

our point of view.  

One of the stories at the assembly was told by a Muslim 

about a Muslim man who was shot by a Hindu at the partition 

in 1947 and later saved by a Hindu. One individual allowed 

hatred to take control the other was led by his moral code 

and the sense of justice with which we should treat all 

humanity. 

 

The overall purpose of this work was to encourage young people to visit places of worship and converse with 

faith leaders with confidence and knowledge and yet ask thought provoking questions with respect and dignity. 

We worked in collaboration with two local community groups Wiltshire Islamic Cultural Centre (WICC) and 

West Wiltshire Community Club (WWCC). Their contribution to this work is much appreciated. More work is 

needed to develop more interaction with Turkish and Polish communities in the area.   While there are Polish 

community groups around it has not been possible yet to influence them to increase their interaction with the 

wider community. The reason may be related to capacity or they just need more time in building trust. There 

appears to be more racism against the newly arrived Polish from the established BME communities 

 
Through this project it became clear young people from BME 

communities need to learn about their history and cultural 

heritage. WWCC was already planning to start a school for 

black students to make them aware of Black History and to 

help Black students with Maths, English and Science to 

improve their grades. A number of volunteers from both groups 

(WWCC and WWIFG) are now working to start a 

Supplementary Cultural and Heritage school for all BME and 

Socio-economic communities to improve their grades and to 

make students aware of alternative history. e.g role played by 

the Commonwealth Countries and Poland  in the 1st and 2nd 

World wars. 


