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Forward

) It has been another busy year for the Interfaith Group focussed very largely on
Andrew Murrson

education and dialogue. The Group has been very much involved in local schools.
Looking back on my own education which left me with virtual no appreciate of faiths
other than my own, | recognise how much more enriching the school experience of
young people today is in many important respects.

Chair Report
Glenys Henriette
y The feedback the group has had and which | have seen has been extremely
encouraging.

Case Studies 2010/2011 The Group has been involved with a number of school visits to Trowbridge Mosque
Farzana Saker which are important in broadening the understanding of students in an area which

has a low concentration of ethnic and religious minority groups. Th e Mo s qu e 6 s

hospitality and the welcome it extends are most appreciated.

Wilts Women Network , _
There has been a strong focus on supporting ladies over the past year. Everyone

Farzana Saker knows that women are at the heart of family and community life and yet their needs
are often overlooked. It has made perfect sense to concentrate on improving the

. . English language skills of ladies from BME communities and to try to build the
Silence Meetmgs confidence of Muslim girls as the group has done and will continue to do.

Judith Hammond Our Interfaith Group and the useful work it does depend on the goodwill of our

volunteers. Can | take this opportunity to thank Farzana Saker in particular for her
energy and drive without which | do not think we would have got very far and

Future Events interfaith understanding in our area would be very much poorer.

The Group should look forward with confidence to another busy year, full of
challenges and opportunities. | am proud to be associated with it.
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women's work and our emerging silence group.
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Al t hough this has been a chall engiWeg hydeveer n wat
build credibility and have a good profile witd!tl

1. We believe in faitdf grlhep8ommunihtey,centr e

2. We believe in faith groups to support and

i fe
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faiths

action

The overall purpose of this work was to encourage young people to visit places of worship and converse with
faith leaders with confidence and knowledge and yet ask thought provoking questions with respect and dignity.
We worked in collaboration with two local community groups Wiltshire Islamic Cultural Centre (WICC) and
West Wiltshire Community Club (WWCC). Their contribution to this work is much appreciated. More work is
needed to develop more interaction with Turkish and Polish communities in the area. While there are Polish
community groups around it has not been possible yet to influence them to increase their interaction with the
wider community. The reason may be related to capacity or they just need more time in building trust. There
appears to be more racism against the newly arrived Polish from the established BME communities

Through this project it became clear young people from BME
communities need to learn about their history and cultural
heritage. WWCC was already planning to start a school for
black students to make them aware of Black History and to
help Black students with Maths, English and Science to
improve their grades. A number of volunteers from both groups
(WWCC and WWIFG) are now working to start a
Supplementary Cultural and Heritage school for all BME and
Socio-economic communities to improve their grades and to
make students aware of alternative history. e.g role played by
the Commonwealth Countries and Poland in the 1% and 2™
World wars.




